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take from members of the council.
Congress doesn’t feel it’s competent to
do that, so what Congress does is to es-
sentially pass the budget as it is and
use the fact that the budget is here for
its own purposes and against the inter-
ests of the residents of the District of
Columbia. It uses the local D.C. budget
to affix amendments—known as rid-
ers—to keep the District from doing
what the District wants to do with its
own local funds. I'm not here talking
about what the District wants to do
with Federal funds; it’s what the Dis-
trict wants to do with its own local
funds.

And in order to make sure that the
District gets the point, the District
gets shut down if the Federal Govern-
ment decides to shut down. The very
threat of a shutdown has repercussions
for the District’s finances, for those
who hold its bonds, for those who hold
its contracts. No city can afford that,
and certainly not the District of Co-
lumbia.

As a result, this situation has not
only driven our own people to civil dis-
obedience, it has driven them to follow
the example of Mahatma Gandhi who,
when things got bad enough, if you saw
the movie ‘‘Gandhi,” would simply stop
eating. People would beg him to eat,
and he would stop eating. And people
would say, You must eat; you’re more
valuable if you’re alive, and he would
not eat because he was trying to shame
the British Government into bringing
democracy to India. And he succeeded
and has been, of course, the great icon
of civil disobedience of various kinds.

But who would expect that public of-
ficials would have to engage in civil
disobedience here? Who would ever
think that a hunger strike would be
necessary in the United States of
America? Not for some radical prin-
ciple, but for the first principle, the
principle upon which this country was
founded: If it’s our money, we get to
decide what to do with our money,
King George—yes, and King Congress.

May I inquire how much time I have
remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has 1 minute remaining.

Ms. NORTON. There is an answer to
this, and I thank Mr. ISsA for proposing
a budget autonomy bill himself that
mirrors my own budget autonomy
bill—with some differences to be sure,
in deference to the Congress. But this
is a chairman of a committee who lis-
tened to the District, listened to wit-
nesses, understood the harm imposed
on the District—not only the shut-
down, not only, of course, the amend-
ments, but he was particularly im-
pressed by the harm it does to the fi-
nances of a city that has done the right
thing by its own finances.

As we contemplate what will happen
in the next few hours, we ought to find
a way to do two things if we do nothing
else: Make sure that the District budg-
et passes as the District would have
it—not as any Member of this House
would have it—and that the abortion
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amendment is gone; and, finally, that
under no circumstances, whatever hap-
pens to the Federal Government, under
no circumstances should the govern-
ment of a local jurisdiction, your Na-
tion’s capital, be shut down.

————

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of the Special Order by Mr. TERRY
of Nebraska, as well as on the subject
of the Special Order by Ms. NORTON of
the District of Columbia.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 37 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DREIER) at 10 o’clock and
56 minutes p.m.

————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2055,
CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2012

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky submitted
the following conference report and
statement on the bill (H.R. 2055) mak-
ing appropriations for military con-
struction, the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes:

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 112-331)

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2055), making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2012, and for other
purposes, having met, after full and free con-
ference, have agreed to recommend and do
recommend to their respective Houses as fol-
lows:

That the House recede from its disagree-
ment to the amendment of the Senate and
agree to the same with an amendment as fol-
lows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate amendment, insert the
following:
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